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President’s Message
Great work on the past rock, gem and mineral show
badgers!
We had a good turnout both days with a lot of
activity in the booths and during the various talks.
The fluorescent rock display was fantastic and
worked well in the dedicated room. That giant
cephalopod was truly awesome. Many thanks to all
who worked so hard to put everything together,
especially to Teri Marche, our show chair.
Our next meeting will be April 12 at Monroe's
library where I imagine we will revisit fond
memories of the show and start planning for our
annual club picnic.

April 2014

The April Meeting will be held on
Saturday, April 12th at 10:00 at the
Monroe Public Library. We will be
making gem trees for the meeting
activity. We will provide the small
‘gems’ and wire. If you have any
larger stones or driftwood that you
would like to use for a base, please
bring them. Also, if you have needle

Again, many thanks to all!

nose pliers or wire cutters, please

Marv Hanner

bring them along! Hope to see

President, Badger Lapidary and Geological Society

everyone on Saturday!!

Laurie Trocke
Newsletter Editor
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April 26th Field Trip: Graf, IA & Bellville, IA
May 10th Meeting: Local Monroe Quarry
May 24th Field Trip: Door County
June 14th Meeting: Annual Picnic
June 28th Field Trip: Indiana
July 12th Field Trip: Keokuk, IA (Jacobs Geode Mine)
July 26th Field Trip: Casseville, WI
August 9th Field Trip: Utica, IL
August 23rd Field Trip: South Dakota
September 13 Meeting: Annual Show & Tell
September 27th Field Trip: Local Quarry (Tbd)
October 11th Meeting: Micro Day
October 25th Field Trip: Lapidary Day at the Trockes
November 8th Meeting: Fakes & Manmade
Minerals
December 13th Meeting: Annual Christmas Party

From the Showchair
It’s hard to believe that it’s over. The show went
off with practically no hitches, at least none that we
couldn’t handle. Ok, the speaker room was loaded with
training machines, but there was enough room for the
fluorescent display, and if they don’t shove more stuff
in there, it will be good again for next year. That saves
Dan a lot of work! Luckily we got another room, the
make-up room, and it worked out for the speakers. Our
only other real issue was the lack of a projection screen;
luckily one was discovered in good time, and all was
well.
Thanks to folks like Dave Reese, Mike Riesch,
Clay Schroll, Neal and Linda Trickel, Brian and Cindy
Green, Deb and Don Wehinger, and, of course, Jordan,
we were able to start setting up tables starting already
at 4:30, and the first dealers were getting set up by
5:00. Thanks to Dan (who took the day from work and
also set up tables) the trailer was there from the start,
and we were setting up club materials by 6:00. As the
evening progressed others arrived and pitched in until
the pizza arrived (thanks to Linda for bringing a Monroe
area phone book along!) Six large pizzas later the show
was practically done. Of course, Laurie Trocke showed
impeccable timing in arriving with Erin, Jayden, and
Conner just as the pizza arrived. Way to go!
By mid-afternoon Saturday, I could breathe
again. The food service went off fine, and it sounded
like the students were pleased with their business.
Those cream pies were certainly pleasing. I think the
Oreo cookie pie was primo!
I really expected Sunday’s attendance to be
very low, what with the first 60 degree temps of the
year and sunny skies. I really thought everyone would
want to be outside. Fortunately, there were enough
folks interested enough in what we had to offer, that
Sunday’s crowd was pretty steady all day.
Thanks to Deb Grunewald for keeping an eye on
the fossil casting, Laurie Trocke for keeping up with the
fishpond when not spelling off Dan under the
ultraviolets, Deb Wehinger for holding forth at the
Genie, and Dave Cress, Harold Carter, and for filling in
wherever needed, the day went smoothly. Of course

both the Trocke and the Hoxie kids took over again and
again at the fishpond, spinner game and the fossil
casting, many smaller, but valuable hands, indeed!
Thanks also to Jordan for scheduling, meeting, greeting,
and introducing the speakers once again; to Dan for the
ever popular fluorescent display among the many other
things he has done; to Jack Hoxie for copying posters,
flyers, and survey forms. Thanks to Jack and Dan also
for their work on advertising, to Neal Trickle for his fine
faceting demonstration, and to our eminent Rock
Wizard, president Marv Hanner.
Many thanks go to Phil Burgess for the loan of
his “monster cephalopod” and to Dan Trocke for picking
it up and for returning it. Finally, thanks to all those who
stayed and helped to clean up, so we could all go home
and get some much-needed rest. The 2014 Monroe
Rock, Gem, and Mineral Show is now a fond memory!
Thank you, everyone!

April Mineral Events

673-9664; e-mail: Gemboree76@yahoo.com; Web site:
www.LapidaryClubofOhio.org

April 11-13-EDISON, NEW JERSEY:

April 26-27-MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE:

Eons Expos; NJ Convention & Expo Center; 97 Sunfield
Ave.; Daily 10-6; adults $8, students $3; 350 dealers,
minerals, fossils, dinosaurs, meteorites, gems, antique and
artisan jewelry, gold, opals, special exhibit: 50 cases of
minerals from the American Northeast, ultraviolet mineral
room, fine mineral gallery, Devonian Bundenbach fossil
collection, archaeopteryx, nanotyrannus skull, fossil shark,
entelodont skeleton, native gold exhibit, tourmaline exhibit,
separate wholesale section; contact Christine Perner, 38 Fox
Ridge Rd., Sparta, NJ 07871, (516) 818-1228; e-mail:
Christine@EonsExpos.com; Web site: www.NY-NJShow.com

Memphis Archaeological & Geological Society; Memphis
International Agricenter; 7777 Walnut Grove Rd.; Sat. 9-6,
Sun. 10-5; adults $5 (1 day) or $8 (2 days), children (12 and
under) $2; more than 40 dealers, exhibits, demonstrations,
door prizes, grand prize, kids' Gem Dig, Geode Bowling,
Rocks Around the Clock; contact W.C. McDaniel, 2038
Central Ave., Memphis, TN 38104, (901) 274-7706; e-mail:
w.c.mcd@att.net; Web site: www.The EarthWideOpen.com

April 12-13-EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN:
51st Annual Show; Chippewa Valley Gem & Mineral Society;
Eau Claire Expo Center; Lorch Ave., near the corner of Hwy.
93 and I-94; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission; kids' activity
tables, silent auction, fluorescent mineral room,
demonstrations, sphere making, wire wrapping, rock cutting,
silversmithing, rock identification, jewelry, gemstones,
mineral specimens, fossils, rocks, geodes, rock carvings, metal
detectors, beads, supplies, books; contact Paul Tubbs, 619 Van
Buren, Eau Claire, WI 54703-6061, (715) 834-5747; e-mail:
bizpam1@charter.net
April 18-19-LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA:
North Museum of Natural History & Science; Farm and Home
Center; 1383 Arcadia Rd.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6; admission $5;
door prizes, free rock, mineral and fossil identification, U-digIt for children; contact Alison Mallin, North Museum of
Natural History & Science, 400 College Ave., Lancaster, PA
17602, (717) 358-7188; e-mail: amallin@northmuseum.org;
Web site: www.northmuseum.org/rockshow

April 26-27-TROY, OHIO:
Brukner Gem & Mineral Club; Miami County Fairgrounds;
650 N. County Road 25-A; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $1,
students and children free; "Agates": minerals, specimens,
gems, jewelry, rough stone, fossils, demonstrations, displays,
silent auction, mineral identification, door prizes, free rock to
each child, wheel of fortune, grab bags, gem sluice, geode
cracking; contact Gene Davis, Box 64, 201 S. Hyatt St., Tipp
City, OH 45371, (937) 667-4160; e-mail:
Manningsrockshop@live.com

April Events in Wisconsin




April 18-20-DENVER, COLORADO:
Martin Zinn Expositions, LLC; Ramada Plaza Denver Central
(formerly Holiday Inn); 4849 B annock St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 106, Sun. 10-5; free admission; 75 retail and wholesale dealers;
contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004,
(505) 867-0425; e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site:
www.mzexpos.com
April 26-27-CUYAHOGA FALLS, OHIO:
Summit Lapidary Club, Akron Mineral Society; Emidio &
Sons Expo Center; 48 E. Bath Rd.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults
$5, seniors $4, students (15 and over) $4, youth (7-14) $1,
Scouts in uniform and children under 6 free; lapidary art
displays and demonstrations, 30 dealers, minerals, rocks,
gemstones, beads, jewelry, silent auction, children's activities,
"GeoJuniors" displays, gemstone ID, geode cracking; contact
Evelyn Tryon, 2028 Tallmadge Rd., Kent, OH 44240, (330)







12 Baraboo - Turtle Watching Program at
Devil's Lake State Park. Come to Devil's Lake
State Park for an informative presentation on
turtles in Wisconsin. Devil's Lake State Park.
Event starts at 11:00AM and ends at 12:00PM.
For more information call (608) 356-8301.
12 - 13 Green Bay - Great Easter Bunny
Train. Enjoy a nice train ride and snap a picture
with the Easter Bunny! Children will have fun
with our egg rolling contest, Easter egg hunt,
arts, crafts and so much more! 2285 S.
Broadway. For more information call (920) 4377623.

12 Necedah - Family Bird Walk at
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. Come
to Necedah National Wildlife Refuge for a family
bird walk. Make sure to bring your binoculars
and camera for the 1-mile walk. Necedah
National Wildlife Refuge, N11385 Headquarters
Road. For more information call (608) 565-2551
12 Richland Center - Annual Spring Arts and
Crafts Show. Craft and direct sales spring show
featuring over 50 vendors. There will also be
food available. Richland Center Community
Center. For more information call (608) 6474466.
12 Wisconsin Dells - Spring Into Fun Free
Family Event. Enjoy a fun day with the whole
family at the Spring Into Fun event at the Upham













Woods Outdoor Learning Center. Explore the
first signs of spring on a naturalist-led hike on
Blackhawk Island or their North Shore property.
Event is free and open to the public. Upham
Woods, N194 County Rd. N. Event starts at
1:00PM and ends at 4:00PM. For more
information call (608) 254-6461.
17 - 22 Appleton - Earth Week Activities.
Come in all week to turn crafty recycled
materials into fun crafty ideas! Children will
decorate their ideas for saving the Earth and can
have them posted around the museum or ready
to take home. Come in on Saturday for an Earth
Day Family Scavenger Hunt. The Building for
Kids/ 100 W. College Ave. . For more
information call (920) 734-3226.
18 Wisconsin Dells - Glow-in-the-Dark Easter
Egg Hunt. Celebrate Easter at the Wisconsin
Dells Parks and Rec Dept's second annual
Glow-in-the-Dark Easter Egg Hunt. Event will
feature children's activities including egg dyeing,
coloring pictures, Easter crafts, a bounce house,
Glow-in-the- Dark Egg Hunt and concessions.
For ages 10 and under. Event sponsored by
Wilderness Resort and candy for event
sponsored by Holiday Wholesale. Bowman
Park, Broadway. Event starts at 6:00PM.
19 Baraboo - Walk Through Parfrey's Glen at
Devil's Lake State Park. Join geologist Kevin
Olson on an informative walk through Parfrey's
Glen at Devil's Lake State Park and learn how it
was formed. Meet at Parfrey's Glen parking lot.
Devil's Lake State Park. Event starts at 1:00PM
and ends at 3:00PM. For more information call
(608) 356-8301.
19 Baraboo - Timberdoodle Watch at Devil's
Lake State Park. Come to Devil's Lake State
Park and witness the courtship behavior of the
American Woodcock at the Steinke Basin. Bring
a chair or blanket to sit on and binoculars.
Devil's Lake State Park. Event starts at 7:00PM
and ends at 9:00PM. For more information call
(608) 356-8301.
24 Spooner - Food & Wine Tasting. Enjoy
delicious food from local restaurants, a large
selection of wines for tasting, raffle and silent
auction with a portion of the proceeds going to a
local charity. Sponsored by the Spooner Area
Chamber of Commerce. Spooner Ice House. For
more information call (715) 635-2168.
25 - 27 Wisconsin Dells - The 3rd Annual
Wisconsin Dells Polka Fest & Expo. Come on
out and enjoy a great weekend of Polka fun! Our
beautiful Riverview Ballroom and its atrium-style
backdrop provide the quintessential stage for the
combination of the energetic, entertaining fun of
Polka music framing it in the beauty of the
Wisconsin River's wooded bank. Frank
Napiwocki's legendary all-wood dance floor
provides a perfect foundation for people to
dance the night away! Bus groups are welcome.











2501 River Road,. For more information call
(773) 889-6811.
25 Wisconsin Dells - Downtown Wisconsin
Dells Spring Wine Walk. Enjoy a great evening
of wine, hors d'oeuvres and more at the 2014
Spring Wine Walk in downtown Wisconsin Dells.
There will be numerous downtown businesses
participating. Tickets are limited, sign up now!
Downtown Wisconsin Dells. Event starts at
4:00PM and ends at 9:00PM.
26 De Forest - Upper Yahara River Trail Walk.
Walkers may register and start walking anytime
between 9 am and noon for this 5K/10K event.
Cost is $3/$2. Both routes are mostly on the
Upper Yahara River Trail, much of which is in a
natural and wooded setting along the river.
Conservancy Commons Park, 6822 Yellowwood
Lane. For more information call (608) 846-2299.
26 - 27 Loyal - Clark County Spring Into The
Arts Studio Tour. 4th Annual Self-guided
Studio Art Tour featuring 28 artists. Explore the
countryside and visit our local and guest artists
that include woodworkers, painters, potters,
metal workers, jewelers, weavers and much
more. For more information, brochure and map
call 715-255-9100. Located throughout Clark
County. For more information call (715) 2559100.
26 - 27 Mukwonago - Crazy Quilters' Quilt
Show. See more than 250 quilts on display
along with a quilt raffle, a sewing machine raffle,
Bed-Turnings, quilt appraisals, vendor booths, a
Quilters' Boutique and bargain bins. Parkview
Middle School 930 N.Rochester St.. For more
information call (414) 529-2593.
26 Saukville - Earth Day Work and Learn.
Indoor and outdoor work activities are planned.
Spaghetti lunch at noon. Then join our Senior
Naturalist for a presentation on bats and the bat
monitoring project. There are opportunities for
groups, families and individuals of all ages to get
involved. Riveredge Nature Center 4458 County
Hwy Y. Event starts at 9:00AM and ends at
12:00PM. For more information call (262) 3752715.

Fossil Mega Turtle Bone Took 162 Years To Tind

75-million-year-old MEGA TURTLE: Fossilised bones reveal enormous scale of ancient sea reptile.





An amateur palaeontologist discovered the 'new' fossil, which is half of a humerus, in Monmouth
County, New Jersey in 2012
It matched the other half of a fossil that was discovered 162 years previously and has been kept at
Drexel University, in Philadelphia
Until 2012 the 'first' half of the fossil was the only type specimen of the genus and species Atlantochelys mortoni - an ancient sea turtle
The turtle lived between 70 million and 75 million years ago and measured over 10ft long. It is
thought to have resembled a modern loggerhead turtle

BySarah Griffiths
Luck plays a part in most discoveries of ancient artefacts and bones.
And one amateur palaeontologist has discovered a 75million-year-old giant turtle bone that matches another in a
remote museum found over 160 years before.
The perfect match proves the existence of a giant sea turtle measuring 10ft (3 metres) long, making it the largest
of its kind ever known.

+5
The two partial limb fossils from the ancient sea turtle Atlantochelys mortoni fit together perfectly. The two
halves were discovered at least 163 years apart, defying conventional wisdom that most fossils break down after
weeks or months of surface exposure. The distal half (left) was discovered in 2012 and the proximal half (right)
has been at Drexel University for more than a century

ATLANTOCHELYS MORTONI






Until 2012 just one fossil proved the existence of the ancient giant sea turtle, Atlantochelys mortoni.
The animal was about 10ft from tip to tail, making it one of the largest sea turtles ever known.
The species may have resembled modern loggerhead turtles, but was much larger than any sea turtle
species alive today.
The giant sea turtle is one of very few species so ancient that it watched dinosaurs evolve and become
extinct.
Experts believe that the entire unbroken bone was originally embedded in sediment during the
Cretaceous Period, 70 to 75 million years ago, when the turtle lived and died.

Amateur palaeontologist Gregory Harpel discovered the bone on an embankment upstream of his usual fossilhunting haunt in Monmouth County, New Jersey, where he was searching for fossilised shark teeth.
The chemist from Oreland, Pennsylvania, said: ‘I picked it up and thought it was a rock at first – it was heavy’.
He realised that the fossil was more scientifically significant than shark teeth and took it to the experts at the
New Jersey State Museum, to which he ultimately donated his find.
David Parris, the museum's curator of natural history and Jason Schein, his assistant, immediately recognised
the fossil as a humerus – the large upper arm bone – from a turtle, but its shaft was broken so that only the distal
end - the end nearest to the elbow - remained.
Dr Parris thought the fossil looked strangely familiar and joked to Dr Schein that perhaps it was the missing half
of a different large, partial turtle limb housed in the collections at the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel
University in Philadelphia.
That bone also had a broken shaft, but only its proximal end, nearest to the shoulder, remained, so the
coincidence was striking.
Discovered centuries apart, two turtle bones amazingly match

+5
Based on the complete fossilised limb, experts have calculated the animal's overall size to be about 10ft from tip
to tail, making it one of the largest sea turtles ever known. It may have resembled modern loggerhead turtles. In
this illustration, it is depicted with the outline of a human diver to indicate scale. The turtle lived 70 to 75
million years ago
‘As soon as those two halves came together, like puzzle pieces, you knew it,’ said Dr Ted Daeschler, associate
curator of vertebrate zoology and vice president for collections at the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel
University.
The discovery, which was made in 2012, linked scientists from both museums to their predecessors from the
19th century, according to the study in the forthcoming 2014 issue of the Proceedings of the Academy of
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.
Dr Schein said: ‘I didn't think there was any chance in the world they [the two fossils] would actually fit.’
That's because the Academy's fossil was initially thought to be too old as palaeontologists expect that fossils
found in exposed strata of rock will break down from exposure to the elements if they are not collected and
preserved, at least within a few years, or a decade at the longest.
There was no reason to think a lost half of the same old bone would survive intact and exposed in a stream bed
from at least the time of the old bone's first scientific description in 1849, they said.
The Academy's bone was also without a match of any kind, making a perfect match seem even more farfetched.

+5
Amateur palaeontologist Gregory Harpel discovered the bone on an embankment upstream of his usual fossilhunting haunt in Monmouth County, New Jersey, where he was searching for fossilised shark teeth

+5

A 3-D scan of the two broken turtle limb fossils from Atlantocheyls mortoni shows a detailed view of their
surfaces (pictured). Paleontologists from the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University and from the
New Jersey State Museum concluded that these two fossils came from the same animal, despite being
discovered separately at least 163 years apart
It was originally named and described by 19th century naturalist Louis Agassiz as the first, or type specimen, of
its genus and species, Atlantochelys mortoni.
It remained the only known fossil specimen from that genus and species until 2012 when Dr Schein carried the
‘new’ New Jersey fossil to the Academy in Philadelphia, bringing the two halves together.
‘Sure enough, you have two halves of the same bone, the same individual of this giant sea turtle,’ said Dr
Daeschler.
‘One half was collected at least 162 years before the other half.’
Now scientists are revising their conventional wisdom to say that, sometimes, exposed fossils can survive
longer than previously thought.
Dr Schein said: ‘The astounding confluence of events that had to have happened for this to be true is just
unbelievable and probably completely unprecedented in palaeontology.’
The fully assembled humerus now gives the scientists more information about the massive sea turtle it came
from as well.
The 70 to 75million-year-old species may have resembled modern loggerhead turtles (pictured), but was much
larger than any sea turtle species alive today, at around 10ft long
With a complete limb, they have calculated that the animal was about 10ft from tip to tail, making it one of the
largest sea turtles ever known.
The species may have resembled modern loggerhead turtles, but was much larger than any sea turtle species
alive today.
Experts believe that the entire unbroken bone was originally embedded in sediment during the Cretaceous
Period, 70 to 75 million years ago, when the turtle lived and died.
They think that sediments eroded and the bone fractured millions of years later during the Pleistocene or
Holocene, before the bone pieces became embedded in sediments and protected from further deterioration for
perhaps a few thousand more years until their discovery.
Submited by Dan Trocke
Do not forget the rocks:
Linger and meditate with them;
Their silence is the earth’s long story
And cannot be learned quickly.
~ Jeff Daniel Marion
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