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President’s Message
Greetings Badgers,

The November Meeting will be held

Whoa! The second Saturday of November is
almost upon us. Coming a little quicker this month. It is
time to start thinking about the annual Christmas party
and the election of officers. Any volunteers? Think
about it.
I am hoping to write an article concerning
purchasing minerals on eBay with tips and warnings. I
do have a little experience in that area, but any
suggestions would be appreciated.
I did not make it to our lapidary party of Oct.
25, so am looking forward to any news from that area.
Weather was nice and I'm sure everyone attending was
very pleased.
Marv Hanner,
President

on Saturday, November 8th at
10:00 at the Monroe Public Library.
The activity for this meeting will be
Mineral and Fossil Fakes and How
To Spot Them
Laurie Trocke
Newsletter Editor
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December 13th Meeting: Annual Christmas Party

October Meeting Minutes
Treasurer’s Report- the club has a healthy
balance. Dues are due in December.
ANNOUNCEMENTS- 1)Teri made a motion to
send gifts to quarry owners to thank them for
allowing the Badgers to hunt. The gift could
be from Swiss Colony but not to exceed $25.
This motion was seconded and approved. Also,
Conor will compile a list of quarry owners and
send gifts in order. 2)Mike Reisch should also
receive a gift for all his help.
3)Freeport show is coming up Nov. 8 & 9.
4)Lapidary Days- Oct. 25th at 11am at the
Troche’s. Bring a side dish/dessert 5)Dan
would like an updated membership list. He will
send his excel list to Linda who will update it.
Door Prize-Dan gets trilobite

lined up. 4) Dan is doing advertising and would
like help in that area.5)Flyers- more printed
after Christmas and will be sent to rock shops.
Teri wants flyers to be put in display case for
Monroe library and Oregon library. Marv will do
Monroe and Teri will do Oregon. Everyone
needs to get the word out. Dan will talk to Boy
Scouts. Marv will send contact info re: B.S.
7)Speakers- still need to be lined up. 8)School
cost is the same. Teri spoke with school about
another group and they promised that the rock
club got in ahead of the other group.
9)Displays- Dan is doing stromatolites; Teriselenite roses.
Finally, there was a motion to adjourn.
Sincerely submitted by Susan Stanforth,
substitute secretary on loan from Rockford
Club

OLD BUSINESS-buy calendars for $12- we
have 30 to sell.
Door Prize- Ken won obelisk.
nd

NEW BUSINESS-1)Christmas Party 2 Sat of
Dec. Linda will arrange for the back room. Club
will pay 1/2 of cost of meal. You pay for your
own alcoholic drinks. 2) Marche’s will bring
treats for Nov. meeting. Ask for volunteers to
bring treats for next year at the next meeting.
3)Marv wants to arrange a trip up to New
Glarus quarry that has interesting curved rocks.
4) Teri has a vibratory lap in Dan’s barn with a
bowed pan. Dan is getting aluminum inserts.
Regarding the club flat lap, Dan will press pan.
5)Teri would like to do a program in Feb about
how to do a display. Dan is doing the Nov.
program on fakes- especially real vs fake
trilobites. He is asking members to bring in
their fake specimens.
Door Prize- Don wins rhyolite.
SHOW BUSINESS- March 28& 29th 1)Teri has
contracts to dealers. She lost 2 dealers but
now has Cynthia Kelman-a jeweler and Todd
Hall who has tons of regular minerals/fossils. 2)
She has acquired two new demonstrators- a
wire wrapping lady and a gent from Wausa
who is focused on moonstone. 3)Kitchen is

Mineral Calendars for Sale at November
Meeting
“Wonders of the Earth 2015,” the new 8.5-inch by 11inch mineral (and fossil) calendar produced by the
Badger Lapidary and Geological Society, is now for sale
at a cost of $12. The calendar features 14 full-color
images, one for each month of the year, along with a
separate cover image (showing a slab of coal-age fern
fossils from the Llewellyn Formation of St. Clair,
Pennsylvania) and photo of an Ordovician jellyfish from
Morocco for the entire single-page 2016 calendar
preview. All photos were taken by past-president
Jordan Marché, and include several specimens
contributed by BLGS members at the September
meeting. Layout of the calendar was done entirely by
secretary Debbie Wehinger, using software provided by
the printer (AdPress of Middleton, Wisconsin).
‘Thumbnails’ of the twelve monthly calendar images are
reproduced on the back cover, giving one a glimpse of
the entire contents. Dates of regularly-scheduled BLGS
meetings and field trips are also included in the layout.

[Door Prize Article]

Possible Edicaran Survivors (?) Described in
Scientific Journal

Dendrogramma has a mouth at the base of
what looks like a mushroom’s stem, which leads
upwards to a digestive canal that radiates and forks
repeatedly when it reaches the disk, resembling a
mushroom cap. Because the mouth is small and simple,

by Jordan D. Marché II
Newly-published descriptions of two animal

it may allow the animal to feed by capturing
microscopic particles from the water. Dendrogramma

species originally collected from off the Australian coast

doesn’t seem capable of swimming, as it lacks any

have many groups of scientists, especially

obvious means of propulsion. It appears to be free-

paleontologists, excited. The tiny animals are only about

living (floating), rather than attaching to a hard surface

two centimeters long and superficially resemble

(or another of its kind). No evidence suggests that they

chanterelle mushrooms. Called Dendrogramma

were torn loose from something else. It could be that

enigmatica and D. discoides, they have thus far defied

the creatures are immature or larval stages of still-

classification in any presently-known groups. Yet, three

larger animals, but that too remains speculative.

fossil genera of animals from the Edicaran Period
(ending ca. 540 million years ago) bear a strong
resemblance to Dendrogramma, exhibiting disk-like
forms containing radiating, forking internal channels.
The animals were discovered in 1986 by marine
biologist Jean Just of the Natural History Museum of
Denmark and are preserved in formalin. But over the
intervening years, no one else has found anything

Leonid Moroz, a neurobiologist at the University
of Florida, said that if Dendrogramma
turns out to be descended from Edicaran ancestors, it
“could completely reshape the tree of life, and even our
understanding of how animals evolved. . . . It can
rewrite whole textbooks in zoology.”
Traditionally, the sponges, which have a simple

remotely similar to them. Nor has Just himself found

body cavity and only a loose association of cells lacking

any further specimens, despite a repeated attempt. He

organs or nervous systems, are considered the most

recently published descriptions of them in the online

primitive of extant animal groups. Next in complexity

scientific journal, PLOS ONE.

are gelatinous animals called comb jellies (or

Simon Conway Morris, a paleobiologist at the
University of Cambridge, remarked of Just’s finding, “It’s
a very interesting surprise, and it poses lots and lots of
questions.” “There is this most intriguing similarity to
certain Edicaran forms,” he adds,” “but I think the
similarities are exactly that. They are intriguing rather
than compelling.”

ctenophores) and cnidarians, which include jellyfish,
corals, and sea anemones. Like these animals,
Dendrogramma has a singular digestive opening where
food enters. But the new animals lack other key
characteristics of ctenophores and cnidarians, such as
stinging cells. Unless they are a highly modified form of
those types of animals, Dendrogramma cannot be
reliably placed within any presently-known group.

Unfortunately, their preservation in formalin or
ethanol has rendered genetic analysis of
Dendrogramma difficult or impossible. More specimens
will have to be acquired to determine their exact
placement relative to others in modern classification

Two New Non-Bilaterian Species from the
Marine Bathyal of Southeastern Australia
(Animalia, Metazoa incertae sedis) – with
Similarities to Some Medusoids from the
Precambrian Ediacara.” PLOS ONE 9(9):

e102976 (Sept. 3, 2014).

schemes. If one day shown to be more closely related to
the supposedly-extinct Edicaran forms, then
Dendrogramma will become a ‘living fossil’ with
perhaps the longest pedigree known. Their discovery
also shows how little of the Earth’s submarine realm
has truly been explored and understood.

November Meeting Program
Dear Badgers,
I’m giving a presentation on “Mineral and Fossil
Fakes and How To Spot Them” at the meeting this
Saturday at 10 AM. I’ll have some hands-on
specimens for you to look at, but I think it would be
fun if everyone brought some of their own fake or
enhanced minerals and fossils to share at the
meeting. If you have a specimen you’re not sure
about and want to put it up for group scrutiny /
nondestructive testing, please bring this
also. Hope you all can make it.
After the meeting many of us will head to the
Freeport Rock & Gem show.
Thanks and have a great day,
Dan Trocke
Badger Lapidary & Geological Society, Inc.
Home: 608-935-0597
Cell: 608-215-5307

Figure caption: Dendrogramma enigmatica.
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November Mineral Events
November 6-8-GRAY, TENNESSEE:
2nd Annual Show; Kingsport Gems & Minerals Society; Gray
Fossil Site, General Shale Natural History Museum; East
Tennessee State University, 1212 Suncrest Dr.; Thu. 10-6, Fri.
10-6, Sat. 10-5; adults $6, children (3-12) $3, under 3 free;
contact Robert Morgan, 181 Harmony Acres Dr. E.,
Jonesborough, TN 37659, (423) 956-9486; e-mail:
morganjewellry@msn.com
November 7-9-ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA:
The First Annual Erie Gem, Jewelry and Rock Show
(wholesale and retail); Erie Promotions & Expos; The
Bayfront Convention Center; 1 Sassafras Pier; Fri. 1-8, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 11-4; adults $7, seniors $5; demonstrations,
seminars, exhibits, retail and wholesale dealers, gems,
minerals, jewelry; contact Mark Concilla, 5938 Spires Dr.,
Unit B, Erie, PA 16509, (814) 790-5079; e-mail:
mark@eriepromotions.com; Web site:
www.eriegemshow.com
November 8-9-Freeport, Illinois
The Annual NW Rock Club Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show.
Midwest dealers will showcase a variety of beautiful
gemstones, minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads, and gifts for
holiday shopping. In addition, there will be lapidary
demonstrations, a fun-filled children’s fish pond, games,
speakers, displays, and much more.
November 14-16-GOLDEN, COLORADO:
Annual show; Denver Area Mineral Dealers; Jefferson County
Fairgrounds; 15200 W. 6th Ave.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 114; free admission; 22 dealers, minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry;
contact Pat Tucci, (303) 279-5504; Web site: www.geodysseyrocks.com
November 21-23-COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA:
Annual show; Columbia Gem & Mineral Society; Jamil
Temple; 206 Jamil Rd.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults
$5, children (16 and under) and all military and their
dependents free; 24 retail dealers, jewelry, beads, loose stones,
fossils, minerals, gold, silver, tools, geodes sold and cut,
member rock collection exhibits, lapidary demonstrations;
contact Sue Shrader, PO Box 6333, Columbia, SC, Canada
29260, (803) 736-9317; e-mail: ashrader@mindspring.com;
Web site: www.cgams.org
November 22-23-APACHE JUNCTION, ARIZONA:
Show and sale; Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club; Apache
Junction High School; 2525 S. Ironwood Dr.; Sat. 9-5, Sun.
10-4; adults $3, students $1, children (12 and under) free;
dealers, jewelry, gems, opals, beads, rocks, specimens, slabs,

fossils, lapidary equipment and supplies, silent auction, hourly
door prizes, grand raffle, gem-tree making for all ages, wheelof-rocks, egg-carton rock collections; contact Kelly Iverson,
(480) 325-2705; Web site: www.ajrockclub.com
November 22-23-FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA:
Annual show; Northern Virginia Mineral Club; The Hub
Ballroom - George Mason University; 4400 University Dr.;
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $5, seniors and students (13-17)
$3, Scouts in Uniform, GMU students with ID, children (12
and under) free; more than 20 dealers, minerals, fossils,
crystals, gems, demonstrations, exhibits, door prizes, kids'
Mini-mines, Scout Day Sun.; contact Tom Taaffe, (703) 2813767; Web site: www.novamineralclub.org/2014-show
November 22-23-MESQUITE, TEXAS:
Annual show; Dallas Gem & Mineral Society; Rodeo Center
Exhibit Hall; 1800 Rodeo Dr.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $8,
family (4 or more) $20, students (4-12) $3, children (3 and
under) free; rock and mineral specimens, polished and faceted
gems, fossils, lapidary equipment, jewelry supplies, games,
demonstrations, fluorescent display, prizes, silent auction;
contact Mark Hall, PO Box 742033, Dallas, TX 75374; email: mark_a_hall@yahoo.com; Web site:
www.DallasGemAndMineral.org
November 29-30-SHARONVILLLE, OHIO:
16th annual show and sale; GemStreet USA; Sharonville
Convention Center; 11355 Chester Rd.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5;
adults $6, children (under 12) and Scouts in uniform free;
tools, supplies, pearls, silver, gold, wire wrapping, holiday
gifts, door prizes; contact Jane K. Smith, PO Box 770680,
Lakewood, OH 44107, (216) 521-4367; e-mail:
janestrieter1946@gmail.com; Web site:
www.gemstreetusa.com

Wisconsin November Events




Nov 7 - Jan 11 Milwaukee - Liberace!. Born
less than 10 miles from where Milwaukee Rep
now stands, Liberace lived a life of flamboyance,
flash, and lavish costumes. In this funny and
touching tribute, the virtuoso musician gets one
last chance to glitter and shine as he tickles the
ivories through his favorite songs. Milwaukee
Repertory Theater. For more information call
(414) 224-9490.
8 - 9 Blue Mounds - Armed Forces
Appreciation Weekend at Cave of the
Mounds. Special offers available to those with
military IDs. Cave of the Mounds, 2975 Cave of
the Mounds Rd. For more information call (608)
437-3038.

















8 Franklin - Cinnamon and Cider Craft Fair.
Crafts, raffle, bake sale, concessions,
entertainment by the Franklin High School Music
Department. Admission $2 children under 12
free. Forest Park Middle School, 8225 West
Forest Hill Ave. Event starts at 9:00AM and ends
at 3:00PM. For more information call (414) 2185131.
12 La Farge - Ralph Nuzum Lecture Series:
Bobcats & Cougars in Wisconsin. Join us as
we explore the reasons behind their rise, how
we know how many there are in the state, and
what we can expect in the future. Kickapoo
Valley Reserve. For more information call (608)
625-2960.
14 - 16 Baraboo - Open House at Wisconsin
Dells Antique Mall. Come to an Open House at
Wisconsin Dells Antique Mall that will feature a
well-known toy appraiser and buyer,
gold/coin/paper money buyer and appraiser and
much more! There will be activities going on at
all three locations: Wisconsin Dells Antique Mall,
Wisconsin Dells Craft Mall and Cindy's Cafe and
Gifts. Wisconsin Dells Antique Mall, S2279
Timothy Lane. For more information call (608)
356-7600
15 - 16 Stoughton - Holiday Gift Fair. Artists,
crafters and independent contractors will have
booths with holiday gift options and ideas.
Proceeds benefit parish youth ministry activities.
320 N. Harrison Street. For more information call
(608) 873-7633
20 Prairie du Sac - "Ruby Nouveau Day" at
Wollersheim Winery. Try Wollersheim Winery's
famous holiday wine,Ruby Nouveau 2014 at this
barrel tapping event. Wollersheim Winery, 7876
Hwy 188. For more information call (608) 6436515.
21 - 23 Johnson Creek - Deer Widow's
Weekend at JCPO - Welcome Reception.
Register at Columbia by 4 p.m. to win prizes.
Join the welcome reception at Harry & David
from 1-5 p.m. Door prizes drawn at 4:30 p.m.
Pick up a Bargain Hunting Guide with special
savings at favorite stores. Johnson Creek
Premium Outlets, 575 W. Linmar Lane. For
more information call (920) 699-4112
22 Baraboo - Downtown Baraboo Christmas
Light Parade. See glittering lighted floats,
reindeer and equestrian units, marching bands
and novelty units. A coloring contest is available
for K-5th for the opportunity to ride with Santa on
his float. Gather at the historic Al. Ringling
Theatre to witness Santa as he lights the Official
Downtown Baraboo Holiday Tree. Downtown.
Event starts at 6:00PM. For more information
call (608) 356-2528
22 Monona - Families on the Frontier.
Celebrate fall and the harvest season by going
back in time to a world much different than
today! We'll visit the Children's Shack to do
pioneer chores and play games, churn butter,









sing songs, and learn about living off the land.
330 Femrite Dr.. For more information call (608)
216-9370
28 - 30 Green Bay - The Polar Express. The
train...the story...the MAGIC. Find out if you truly
believe in Santa during this traditional family
Christmas event at the National Railroad
Museum. Hear a dramatic reading of the Polar
Express and ride the Polar Express to the North
Pole! Sip the best hot chocolate there is.
National Railroad Museum, 2285 S. Broadway.
For more information call (920) 437-7623
29 - 30 North Freedom - The Santa Express at
Mid-Continent Railway Museum. Ho, ho, ho!
Join Santa as he climbs aboard the Santa
Express. Ride in steam-heated coaches built in
1915. See the scenic Sauk County countryside
in early winter. The 55 minute train rides bring
good cheer! Trains depart Sat and Sun at 10am,
11:30am, 1pm and 2:30pm. Mid-Continent
Railway Museum, E8948 Diamond Hill Rd. For
more information call 1(800) 930-1385.
29 Prairie du Sac - A Vintage Christmas at
Wollersheim Winery. Experience old-world
charm as you prepare for Christmas. Taste
Wollersheim wines paired with festive foods, find
unique gifts, and listen to Christmas carolers.
The winery is the perfect place to take a
Christmas photo of the family, so be sure to
bring your camera! Wollersheim Winery, 7876
Wisconsin 188. Event starts at 10:00AM and
ends at 4:00PM. For more information call
1(800) VIP-WINE.
30 Wisconsin Dells - Mannheim Steamroller
Christmas by Chip Davis at Crystal Grand.
See Mannheim Steamroller Christmas by Chip
Davis at Crystal Grand Theatre in Wisconsin
Dells Crystal Grand Music Theatre, 430 West
Munroe Avenue,. Event starts at 3:00PM. For
more information call (800) 696-7999.

Since I was cooking during Lapidary day, I didn’t manage to get any pictures of the party. Instead, I
thought I’d provide some inspiration so you can start thinking about field trips for next year : )
Laurie
BLGS Newsletter Editor

Badger Lapidary & Geological Society, Inc.
Laurie Trocke, Editor
4771 CTH II
Highland, WI 53543

