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President’s Message
Greetings
I am really getting the itch to go out and do some
rock hounding, but no it's still a few months away. I
had to miss the "crawl" but hope to hear about it at
our next meeting on the 13th. Remember the
meeting will begin at 11 AM. We will discuss
alternate meeting locales at this meeting. I hope to
see you at the meeting.

February 2016

The February Meeting will be held
on Saturday, February 13th at the
Monroe Public Library at 11:00
am. The meeting activity will be
making bolo ties.
.
Laurie Trocke
Newsletter Editor

Clay Schroll
President
Badger Lapidary and Geological Society

Please be sure to bring a stone of
your choice for the Bolo making
activity! Hope to see you all at the
meeting and that you take part in
this fun activity!
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BLGS 2016 Calendar of Events
Feb 13:

Meeting: Monroe Public Library
at 11:00 – Making a Bolo Teri

Feb 27:

Field Trip: Fryxell Museum Dan

Mar 12:

Meeting: Monroe Public Library
at 10:00 – Faceting Basics Neal

Mar 26:

Field Trip: Fishpond Bagging at
Dan & Laurie Trock’s

Apr 9 & 10:

Annual Show at Monroe High
School

Apr 23:

Field Trip: Local Monroe
Quarry Dan

May 14:

Meeting: Monroe Public Library
at 10:00 – Wire Wrapping Teri

May 28:

Field Trip: Rockford, IA Fossil
Park Clay

June 11:

Annual Picnic w/Rockford &
Freeport Club at Gitchell’s

June 25:

Field Trip: Iron County, MI Mike

July 9:

Field Trip: Agate Expo,
Cedarburg, WI

July 16:

Field Trip (Note date change):
Moose Lake Agate Days, Mary
Ellen Jasper – MN Deb

Aug 13:

Field Trip: Local Agate
Collecting Dan

Aug 27:

Field Trip: Wausau Area w/Bill
Schoenfuss (tentative)

Sept 10:

Meeting: Monroe Public Library
at 10:00 – Annual Show & Tell
& Intro to Lost Wax Carving
Dan

Sept 24:

Field Trip: SW Wisconsin
Mines Marv

Oct 8:

Meeting: Monroe Public Library
at 10:00 – Lost Wax Carving
Dan

Oct 22:

Field Trip: Lapidary Day at the
Trockes & Lost Wax Casting

but never arrived. We hope all was well, and
welcome back Ken!

Dan

Minutes of last meeting
Nov 12:

Dec 10:

Meeting: Monroe Public Library
at 10:00 – Freeport Show
Meeting: Annual Christmas
Party

There is not a field trip in November or
December due to the Holidays
*NOTE* The venue for the meetings will likely
be changing. This will be discussed at the
February meeting and an update will be sent
out as soon as it is confirmed. Thank you!

Teri noted that, under Show Business, the Larsons
will be taking the place of the Mitkoffs as dealers
this year. Dave Reese moved that the minutes be
approved as amended. Deb Wehinger seconded the
motion, and the minutes were approved.
Treasurers Report
Dan could not attend the meeting, but sent word
that, due to the changeover at the bank, he has not
yet gotten a statement. He will report at the next
meeting
Announcements

The February Field trip
will be to a Museum. We
are working on getting a
behind the scenes tour of
the Fryxell Museum in Rock Island, IL. If that
doesn’t pan out, we may switch to the
Milwaukee Public Museum – they have a
special exhibit at the moment
of dinosaurs from the
southern hemisphere. More
details to follow soon!

Minutes for January 9, 2016
Respectfully submitted by Teri Marché
Members present: Deb, Don, and Arienne Wehinger;
Brian and Cindy Green; Dave Reese; Ken Joyce; Deb
Pendray; Ken Schweitzer; Clay Schroll; Jordan and
Teri Marché.

None
First Doorprize
New member Deb Pendray won a most interesting
Snakeskin agate from Oregon
Old Business
None.
New Business
Since nobody made arrangements with the library
for the meeting room, we have no reservations for
the rest of the year, and it seems that a librarysponsored program will be there each second
Saturday morning. Deb Wehinger and Clay will go
downstairs after the meeting to see what can be
done. Members will be notified by a special email.
2016 Calendar

After a DVD program on the Evolution of Mineral
Species, new president, Clay Schroll called the
meeting to order at 11:00.

The calendar as printed in the January newsletter
was reviewed and comments were solicited.

We welcomed sort of new member Ken Joyce of
Brohead. Ken was a member many years ago when
the Zimmermans were active, and came at the
urging of Marv Hanner, who was supposed to come

Deb Wehinger produced a pamphlet for “The Opal
Man,” aka Dennis Dahl of Spring Green, WI, who
works opal in his shop, and gives ‘behind-the-scene’
tours that are quite informative. This could be an
alternative destination for either January or
February, depending on the weather.

Deb Pendray suggested a visit to Alpine Gardens, just
west of Monroe, since she is friends with the owner,
and knows that the rock garden may soon be shut
down, and the rocks sold (?). This would be a good
beginning for the May Field Trip to the Monroe
quarry.
Teri is waiting for final word from Mike Riesch about
an Iron Country trip, but the initial response was
positive.
Regarding the July Agate Expo, Deb Wehinger shared
a letter from the organizers offering free admission
to anyone who will help with the show. We’ll take
that up at length at the February meeting.
Deb is also working on the Minnesota trip, and has
contacted someone who can lead a trip to a quarry
for Mary Ellen Jasper.
Teri suggested that when Deb talks to Bill
Schoenfuss about a Wausau trip, she should ask
about a visit to the Kurkowski Quarry to see the
unique fossils there.
There being no further suggestions, we will keep this
calendar for 2016.
Second Door Prize
Don Wehinger won a lovely ammonite although it
had no data.
Show Business
Deb Wehinger reported that all dealer contracts are
in except for two, one being the Larsons, who are a
late addition.
The high school group will again handle the kitchen,
and that contract is in as well. After some discussion,
numbers were drawn for places at the club sales
table for the show. The Greens have vast quantities
of material, and could probably fill the entire table
themselves (shades of the Freeport show!), so as the
spaces empty during the show, they will fill in with
their material.
Deb is also working through a friend to get a T.V.
spot about the show.

Third Door Prize – Cindy Green won a tektite.
Jordan moved and Clay seconded a motion to
adjourn. Meeting ended at 12:25

What’s Rockin’ January Meeting
Hello again! This is Connor Trocke with the
“what did people bring and leave on the table for a
couple hours” segment of this newsletter!
First off, Deb… and then next the Marches
brought some Libethenite from Arizona, they also
brought Lepi- (oh by the way, Deb brought some
Blue slag from old iron furnaces – used in lapidary
(says the card), from Leland Blue Minnesota (or is
“MI”, Michigan? (or is it Mississippi??? AHH!!!))) dolite (epitaxial! ooh fancy!) straight from (actually
probably through a sequence of traders and stores)
from Brazil! The Marches didn’t stop there, by
bringing a piece of Tourmaline, Mica and Feldspar
from South Dakota. And then someone brought
some Ohio Flint, but we don’t know who… because
they didn’t write their names on the card… So the
validity of this so called “Ohio” so called “Flint” could
be in so called “question”… (the card then says
“Roasted in Turkey Roaster”… we have NO, idea
what this twisted metaphor could mean or the
meaning of the potentially diabolical hidden
message that’s obviously in it… more on this, if
anyone else cares as much as I do… and finally we
had!... oh umm… these cards are blank… INVISIBLE
ROCKS FROM INVISIBLE PEOPLE DISCRIBED IN
INVISIBLE DESCRIPTIONS!!! (Or just blank cards…)
Well… that seems to be about it for this
issue’s segment of “What did people bring and leave
on the table for a couple hours!” join us next time
after we find out what people bring! (Or I could just
make some stuff up, can I do that?)
-Connor Trocke

Making a Bolo Necklace
At the February meeting we will be making bolo necklaces using materials I will provide. These will consist of the
slide mechanism, chord, and metal tips for the chord. There will be a lot of choices of style and color.
However, I will not provide the stones to decorate the slide. Participants must bring their own stones, and here
are a few ideas.
Many of the slides are fancy, with space and prongs for setting almost any standard size cabochon. So if you
have a pre-polished cab you’d like to try, bring it along. The good thing about this is that the finding will generally
protect the edges of the stone.
Other slides have a simple flat surface upon which to glue the stone of your choice. In order to successfully glue
it, the stone must have a flat back surface to accept the glue and make good contact with the slide. In this case there is
no protection for the edges of the stone, so it should be sturdy and smooth; jagged edges will catch on clothing with
possibly unfortunate results.
In every case, issues of weight and bulk should guide the choice of a stone. Flatter is better than thicker, and
lighter weight stones will be more comfortable to wear than heavier ones. You might want to bring several stones to
choose from.
I will have glue and jewelers’ tools for sharing.

Teri

February Mineral Events:

March Shows in Wisconsin

13-14 February 2016: Albany, New
York 23rd Annual James Campbell
Memorial Gem, Mineral and Fossil
Show and Sale Organized by: Capital
District Mineral Club and the New York State
Academy of Mineralogy New York State
Museum (Empire State Plaza on
Madison Avenue)

5-6—DEPERE, WISCONSIN: Annual show; Weis Earth

19-21 February 2016: GeoFest Indianapolis, Indiana 14th Annual
Indiana State Museum Fossil, Gem &
Mineral Show Organized by: Indiana State
Museum Indiana State Museum (650
West Washington Street, Indianapolis)
20-21 February 2016: Mesa, Arizona
50th Annual Spring Jewelry, Gem & Rock
Show Organized by: Apache Junction Rock & Gem
Club Skyline High School (845 South Crismon
Road)

Science Museum, The Marq; 3177 French Road; Sat. 10 -5 ,
Sun. 10 -4 ; Admission $2, Children under 12 free; Dealers,
demonstrations, displays, door prizes, kid's activities &
continuous silent auction.; contact Joanne Kluessendorf, 1478
Midway Rd., Menasha, WI 54952, (920)-832-0125; e-mail:
joanne.kluessendorf@uwc.edu; Web site:
www.weismuseum.org

12-13—WEST BEND, WISCONSIN: Annual show; Kettle
Moraine Geological Society, Washington County Fair Park &
Convention Center; 3000 Hwy. PV; Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm,
Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults $3.00, Children under 12 Free;
Come and see geological and earth science displays,
demonstrations, minerals, fossils, Native American artifacts,
and our fluorescent rock and mineral display. There are special
speakers ,club sales, as well as rock and mineral dealer\'s
sales. Fun and activities for the entire family. Visit,
KMGSrocks.com; contact Richard Rosenberger, 245
Meadowside Ct. , Pewaukee, WI 53072, (262) 691-3130; email: rosenber.w@sbcglobal.net; Web site: KMGSrocks.com

12-13—WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN: Annual show;
S.E.W.G.S, Waukesha Expo; 1000 Northview Rd; Sat. 10-5,
Sun. 11-4; Admissio $3, Free Admission for children; Free
Meteorites to all kids 12 and under. You will find Rough rock,
Minerals, Jewelry and much more. Cabochon cutting
demonstrations and door prizes.; contact Damon Essig, 1243
Thrush Ln, Waukesha , WI 53189, (262)-349-6233; e-mail:
Damonessig@yahoo.com

February Events in Wisconsin:
Candlelight Ski/Hike/Snowshoe
February 6, 2016
Blue Mounds
Bonfire, free hot chocolate, cider and marshmallows.
Brats, chili, hot dogs and baked goods will be for sale.
The only cost is admission into the state park. Trail
passes are waived for the evening. Sponsored by the
Friends of Blue Mound State Park.

The Band of the Royal Marines and The Pipes,
Drums and Highland Dancers of the Scots
Guard
February 10, 2016
Appleton
Get swept away in the precision and pageantry of The
Band of the Royal Marines. The group is known as one
of the most versatile in the military musical world, playing
everything from orchestral to dance band music.
Bolstered by The Pipes and Drums and Highland
Dancers of The Scots Guards, this experience is
elevated to a unique evening with stunning synchronized
movement, a lively drum and haunting, memorable pipe
music that creates a production that is second-to-none.

Celebrate the Ice with Beer, Polka, Sturgeon
Kissing, More Beer & Copper Box Concert
February 12, 2016
Fond Du Lac
Kick off the Sturgeon Spectacular at THELMA with beer,
polka music, more beer and then Kiss the Sturgeon for
Good Luck! Music by Copper box, a hot Zydeco
Swamp/Blues Rock band with a great baritone and tenor
sax gal and a hot accordion man.

Winterfest & U.S. National Snow Sculpting
Competition

February 3, 2016 - February 13, 2016
Lake Geneva
Lake Geneva’s Annual Winterfest weekend featuring the
US National Snow Sculpting Competition featuring
music, magic, refreshments, activities, helicopter rides,
shopping and dining. The US National Snow Sculpting
Competition Champion's Award, second, third place and
the Peoples' Choice award are featured at this great
event at the beautiful and famed Riviera on the lake front
in downtown Lake Geneva.

Chilly Fest
February 12, 2016 - February 13, 2016
Menomonee Falls
Shake off winter and enjoy a weekend of fun in
Downtown Menomonee Falls during Chilly Fest. Friday,
enjoy our Chili Crawl from 5:00 – 8:00pm. Bus pickups
will be at George Webb, Krueger’s Entertainment
Center, and at Main and Mill St. – 8 local downtown
restaurants serving up their favorite chili - $10 per ticket
and a chance to win a downtown gift certificate

Bar Stool Races and Chili Feed
February 13, 2016
Drummond
Participants decorate their bar stool-on-skis with some of
the zaniest things you'll ever see, and then they set off in
head-to-head competition down the man-made ski hill for
thrills, chills and lots of spills! There'll be great food,
including hot, homemade chili, cold beer and fun! If you
haven't been to this event, you don't know what you're
missing! Funds raised from this event go towards
snowmobile grooming in the Drummond area.

Polar Plunge for Special Olympics Wisconsin
February 13, 2016
Madison
The Special Olympics Wisconsin (SOWI) Polar Plunge®
fundraiser is a unique opportunity for brave
Wisconsinites to be “Freezin’ for a Reason”! To support
Special Olympics athletes, Plungers leap into icy bodies
of water across the state. Plungers consist of individuals
and teams of students, law enforcement officers,
business professionals and families. Anyone is welcome!
Too Chicken? No problem! Register as “Too Chicken to
Plunge” and you can raise pledges, earn incentives and
stay dry. Last year, 1,900 individuals participated in the
Madison Polar Plunge, raising more than $340,000 for
Special Olympics Wisconsin.

Snow Daze Festival
February 13, 2016
Kenosha
Come Chill with us in Downtown Kenosha at this free,
family-friendly winter festival! Enjoy an array of activities
at Library Park including ice sculptures on display and
an ice sculpting demo. This takes place on the same day
as Second Saturday.

Sky Circus on Ice
February 12, 2016 - February 14, 2016
Delavan
Delavan welcomes some of the greatest kite performers
in the world for a spectacular show you will not want to
miss! In addition, expert ice and snow carvers will be
converging in Downtown Delavan and along the shores
of Lake Lawn Resort to share their talents.

Mid-Continent Railway Snow Train
February 13, 2016 - February 14, 2016
North Freedom
Wintertime railroading is a unique experience one will
never forget. Travel through the Winter Wonderland of
scenic Sauk County on our 40th annual Snow Train. All
cars are kept comfortably warm using the over centuryold tradition of steam heating or coal-fired stoves. Each
train ride lasts approximately 55-minutes round-trip with
the exception of the Saturday evening Dinner Train
which lasts 2-1/2 to 3 hours. Coach seating is available
on all departures except Dinner Train.

Candlelight Snowshoe
February 20, 2016
Baraboo
Its winter, but that doesn't mean you have to stay inside!
Cure your winter cabin fever and join us for this wild
winter adventure! Go on a self-guided snowshoe
(depending on snow) or hike through the park. We have
a new and longer trail this year! Warm up by the
campfire and make a s'more. Bring your snowshoes or
borrow one of our pairs - we have lots of sizes to fit
everyone in your family. Make sure you dress
appropriately; the event will happen rain, snow or shine.
Meet outside the Rock Elm shelter on the park's north
shore. Sponsored by the Friends of Devil's Lake State
Park.World of Wheels
February 19, 2016 - February 21, 2016
West Allis
54th Annual Custom Car Show - North America's
Premier Show Car Series!

Indoor Rendevouz Trade Fair
February 20, 2016 - February 21, 2016
Danbury
"Trade, Barter, Buy." Open to the public and traders, this
event is a great opportunity for everyone to get great
deals on merchandise that the traders want to clear out
of their inventory. You never know if you will find just the
thing you were looking for, not to mention the fun and
camaraderie of a traders camp, indoors, at the end of
February. Admission is free to the public. Traders see
the website for details.

Exotic Pet Fair
February 21, 2016
Eau Claire
Come to the next Exotic Pet Fair in Eau Claire, WI! A
place to find great deals on exotic pet supplies, as well
as exotic pets for sale from responsible and experienced
breeders! From birds, to small animals (chinchillas,
rabbits, sugar gliders, hedgehogs, etc), to reptiles and
even invertebrates, there will be something for everyone!
Plus great deals on supplies for exotic pets like food,
cages, toys, perches, and more accessories. Pet
grooming (nails, and wings/beaks for birds) available by
appointment! Prices range from $5-17 depending on the

type of pet. Contact for details. Admission: $3/adult, kids
12 and under free!

Bald Eagle Appreciation Days
February 26, 2016 - February 27, 2016
Prairie Du Chien
Live Bald Eagle and raptor programs, educational
exhibits and displays, birding experts on hand, outdoor
viewing of Bald Eagles through spotting scopes, life-size
Bald Eagle nest, craft activities for children and more. All
programs and activities at Hoffman Hall on Saturday are
free. Educational Birding programs will also be held
Friday evening - at local hotels and are open to the
public at no charge. The event is co-sponsored by Effigy
Mounds National Monument and the Prairie du Chien
Tourism Council. Effigy Mounds Winter Film Festival will
also be going on that weekend and the Villa Louis will be
open for tours.

Duck Soup Cinema: Speedy
February 27, 2016
Madison
Several times a year, we reclaim the silent-film heritage
of the Capitol Theater. Local acts open for the screening
of a classic silent film. Each show features a skilled
organist on the magnificent Grand Barton Organ, just as
it was done in 1928. The last silent film both for star
Harold Lloyd and director Ted Wilde, Speedy is the story
of one man’s attempt to save the last horse-drawn
streetcar in New York. Watch for the cameo by Babe
Ruth!

Langlade County Trailblazer Challenge Sled
Dog Races
February 27, 2016 - February 28, 2016
Antigo
The Antigo/Langlade County Chamber of Commerce will
host the Annual Langlade County Trailblazer Challenge
Sled Dog Races. The public is welcome to come out and
watch; there is plenty of parking and several roadcrossing locations for spectators. If you are looking for
some good family fun, join us!

.
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